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October 17, 2023



You are welcome to jot 
down any questions you 
may have during the 
presentation or use this 
QR code to ask via Google 
form later.

MO
N

TUE
WED

TUE
FRI

WK
ND

If I do not address your 
question over the course 
of today’s presentation, I 
will follow up!  Please 
include: 

■ your name
■ your child’s name
■ your child’s grade
■ your email address
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Objectives ● Explain the role of the 
Advanced Academics 
Coach (AAC) within 
Innovation’s 
Professional Learning 
Community

● Provide an overview 
of advanced 
academics in action 
here at Innovation



1 What is it we expect our 
students to learn?

2 How will we know when 
they have learned it?

3 How will we provide time 
and support when they 
don’t learn it?

4 How will we extend 
learning when they 
already know it or learn 
it quickly?

Professional Learning 
Communities 

Four key questions focus our 
CLT meetings



● Whole group team modeling 
and/or teaching with classroom 
teacher

● Small groups in classroom, 
coordinated and co-planned with 
classroom teacher

● Flexible grouping, determined by
○ needs of students and/or 

classroom teacher
○ difficulty of unit/topic
○ complexity of lesson/activity

 Collaborative Teaching



Critical & Creative 
Thinking Framework



Resources for Rigor English Language Arts
William & Mary Literature Units
Jacob’s Ladder Resources
Caesar's English Resources
Schoolwide Enrichment Model-Reading 
(SEM-R) Framework
Vanderbilt Interdisciplinary Units

Science
William & Mary Problem-Based Science 
Units
Project Clarion Science Units
Vanderbilt Interdisciplinary Units

Math
Hands-On Equations
Project M2 and Project M3

Project A3: Awesome, Advanced Activities 

William & Mary Math Units

Social Studies
William & Mary Social Studies Units
The DBQ Project
Primary Source Documents (Library of 
Congress)



Advanced Academics & 
Talent Development at 

Innovation
QR code for IES AA website

The NAGC recommends that 
schools provide:

● Access to curricular 
resources designed for 
gifted learners.

● Resource specialists who 
can support classrooms 

● Systematic and 
substantial professional 
development for all 
teachers



Curricular Resources



Classroom Support



  Professional Development



Communication
● APS/IES Information 

sessions (fall and winter)

● Differentiation Report to 
families for identified 
students in grades K-5

● Meetings via phone, Teams, 
or in-person as requested

● Learning Logs
○ grade-level
○ landing page general tips 

from advanced academics 

● Homeroom teacher emails

● Webpage updates

● @MrsCongableAPS



Getting Connected:
APS Advanced Academics

APS Gifted Services Website 
www.apsva.us/giftedservices

@aps_advanced_academics

@APSGifted

Parent Advisory Committee 
for Advanced Academics

This APS parent advocacy group 
is a part of the Advisory Council 
on Teaching and Learning.

Meets monthly from 7:00-8:30.

If you are interested in serving 
on this committee and/or 
attending a meeting, please 
contact: carlisle.levine@gmail.com 
& geastman@cornerstone.com.



Parent Resources
http://nagc.org 

http://sengifted.orghttp://www.vagifted.org



Contact Information
■ Cheryl McCullough
■ APS’s Supervisor of the Office 

of Advanced Academics and 
Talent Development

■ cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us
■ 703-228-6159

■ Sarah Congable, NBCT
■ Innovation’s Advanced 

Academics Coach
■ sarah.congable@apsva.us
■ 703-228-2725



What
questions
might you

have?

You may use the QR 
code for questions you’d 
like to ask more privately.





■ APS screens the entire 
school population by…
■ Universal Screeners
■ Academic Performance
■ Student Conferences
■ Growth Portfolios
■ Products / Process

■ Referrals can be made 
by teachers, parents, 
community leaders, 
and students

Screening & Identification 
Information Session



Screening Timeline
October, 
February

Parent Information Meetings
Fall - Delivery of Services | Winter - Identification

AAC

November Mass Universal Screener: NNAT for grade 1 | CogAT for grade 2
Selective Universal Screener: CogAT for students in grade 3, 4, & 5 
without a previous score

AAC, School Testing 
Coordinator

December Communication to teachers
Preliminary review of student work samples

AAC, classroom teachers

January - May Communication to families
Collection of Data: parent information forms, monthly review 
meetings, populate Gifted Behavior Commentary (GBC) forms, review 
work samples, analyze formative/summative assessments

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists, administrators, 
counselors

June Communication to families AAC, Principal

July - August Appeals, if necessary Level 1: Principal
Level 2: countywide


