
Sarah Congable 
Advanced Academics Coach
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Fall Information Session

October 22, 2025

You are welcome to jot 
down any questions you 
may have during the 
presentation or use this 
QR code to ask via Google 
form later.

Objectives
● Explain the role of the 

Advanced Academics 
Coach (AAC) within our 
school’s Professional 
Learning Community

● Provide a snapshot of 
advanced academics in 
action at Innovation 
specifically



1 What is it we expect our 
students to learn?

2 How will we know when 
they have learned it?

3 How will we provide time 
and support when they 
don’t learn it?

4 How will we extend 
learning when they 
already know it or learn 
it quickly?

Professional Learning 
Communities 

Four key questions focus our 
CLT meetings

Critical & Creative 
Thinking Framework



The NAGC recommends 
that schools provide:

● Access to curricular 
resources designed for 
gifted learners.

● Resource specialists who 
can support classrooms 

● Systematic and 
substantial professional 
development for all 
teachers
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Curricular Resources for Rigor English Language Arts
William & Mary Literature Units
Jacob’s Ladder Resources
Caesar's English Resources
Schoolwide Enrichment Model-Reading 
(SEM-R) Framework
Vanderbilt Interdisciplinary Units

Science
William & Mary Problem-Based Science 
Units
Project Clarion Science Units
Vanderbilt Interdisciplinary Units

Math
Hands-On Equations
Project M2 and Project M3

Project A3: Awesome, Advanced Activities 
William & Mary Math Units

Social Studies
William & Mary Social Studies Units
The DBQ Project
Primary Source Documents (Library of 
Congress)

Curricular Resources



Advanced Academics & 
Talent Development at 

Innovation

The NAGC recommends 
that schools provide:

● Access to curricular 
resources designed for 
gifted learners.

● Resource specialists who 
can support classrooms 

● Systematic and 
substantial professional 
development for all 
teachers

Classroom Support
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gifted learners.

● Resource specialists who 
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● Systematic and 
substantial professional 
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teachers
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  Professional Development
coaching 

cycle



Communication
● APS/IES Information 

sessions (fall and winter)

● Differentiation Report to 
families for identified 
students in grades K-5

● Meetings via phone, Teams, 
or in-person as requested

● Learning Logs
○ whole-school
○ grade-level

● Homeroom teacher emails/
ParentSquare messages

● Webpage updates

● @MrsCongableAPS

Parent Resources

http://sengifted.org

http://www.VAgifted.orgAPS Gifted Services Website 
www.apsva.us/giftedservices

@aps_advanced_academics

@APSGifted

IES AA website

http://nagc.org



Parent Advisory 
Committee for Advanced 

Academics

Arlington Public School’s 
Parent Advocacy Group 
Part of Advisory Council on 
Teaching and Learning 

Meets monthly from 
7:00-8:30pm

If you are interested in serving 
on this committee and/or 

attending a meeting, please 
contact the chairs:

 
Mary Wierzbicki 

wierzbicki.mary.b@gmail.com

John Schaus 
jhschaus@protonmail.com

Contact Information
■ Cheryl McCullough
■ APS Director, Office of 

Advanced Academics and 
Talent Development

■ cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us
■ 703-228-6159

■ Sarah Congable, NBCT
■ Innovation, Advanced 

Academics Coach
■ sarah.congable@apsva.us
■ 703-228-2725



What
questions
might you

have?

You may use the QR 
code for questions you’d 
like to ask privately, and I 
will follow up via email.


